
A sprain can be suspected if ligaments and joint capsules are
involved.
A strain or spasm of the antagonist muscles could be suspected
because they are still being stretched.
Try to examine the end-feel of the PROM. 

Ex: normal, bone to bone, muscle spasm, capsular/tissue
stretch, springy block, tissue approximation, and empty end-
feel.

Client position
Seated position 

Presence of Pain During Passive Range of Motion
If pain is present with passive ROM, it is more likely that there is a
pathology related inert structures like tendons, ligaments and
vertebrae including facet joints.

Passive Range of Motion of
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Description

Flexion
Examiner place hands on the sides of the patient's
skull and rolling the skull anterior-inferior i.e., chin

towards sternum

Extension
Examiner place hands on the sides of the patient's
skull and rolling the skull posterior-superior so that

the nose is perpendicular to the ceiling

Lateral Flexion
Examiner place hands on the patient's skull and

bending the head sideward toward the shoulder on
each side

Rotation
Examiner place hands on the patient's skull and
turning the headfirst to one side and then to the
other so that the chin is in line with the shoulder

Clinical Practice Guideline Physical
Therapy Evaluation and Treatment
After Concussion/Mild Traumatic

Brain Injury
Journal of Orthopedic & Sports Physical
Therapy; April 2020: Volume 50, Issue 4

This is for informational and educational purposes only. It does
not constitute and should not be used as a substitute for medical
advice, diagnosis, rehabilitation, or treatment. Patients and other
members of the general public should always seek the advice of a
qualified healthcare professional regarding personal health and
medical conditions. The Academy of Neurologic Physical Therapy
and its collaborators disclaim any liability to any party for any loss

or damage by errors or omissions in this publication. 

References


