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Neurology Section Business Meeting Minutes

CSM Myelin Melter; February 19, 2010 

San Diego, CA

Opened meeting:  Katherine Sullivan, President
· Meeting called to order at 6:40pm
· Acknowledgement of sponsors: AD Instruments, B-Kin Technologies, C-Motion Inc., Gentiva, Motion Analysis, Otto Bock, The Drake Foundation, Tibion
· PT PAC: Top 3 issues for PT PAC are directly relevant to the neurology section

· Repeal the Medicare Cap

· student loan repayment program

· Block/reduce CPT schedule
· Introduction of Board of Directors
NCS Certification status: Kathy Brown, Specialty Council
· Numbers for 2009: Initial Certifications: 88; Recertification: 18; 2009 total of 757
Acknowledgement of CSM programming: Karen McCulloch, Director of Education

· Program Chairs = Kari Dunning and Kathleen Ganley

· Regional Program Chair = Nancy Fell, responsible for pre-conferences on Clinical Decision making and Augmented Gaming.
Presentation and approval of minutes: Jody Cormack, Secretary
Moved by Kathy Sullivan and seconded by Tina Stoeckmann to approve minutes from CSM 2009 Business meeting. Membership approved minutes.
Treasurer report: Dennis Fell, Treasurer 

· Report on 2009 budget – ended with $51,561 surplus, primarily due to higher than expected income from CSM 2009.

	
	Budget 2009
	Actual 2009

	Income 
	$289,209
	$332,532.32

	Expenses
	$289,141
	$280,971


· Symmetry investment account (as of Dec 09) $176, 339 (up from $149,506 Dec 2008)

· Presentation of projected 2010 budget – Income of $353,449; Expenses of $349,014
Nominating Slate: Lee Dibble, Nominating Committee Chair

· Open section positions announced for President-elect, Treasurer, Director of Research, and Nominating Committee. Also open positions for SIGs announced (VP and/or Nominating committee). No nominations from floor. 

Section Awards: Katherine Sullivan, President
· Award for Service to the Section: Dorian Kay Rose, PT, PhD

· Award for Clinical Excellence in Neurology: Kathleen Marie Klerk, PT

· Award for Clinical Excellence in Education: Beth E. Fisher, PT, PhD
Research Awards: Teresa Jacobsen-Kimberley, Director of Research

· Post-Professional Student Award
· Shilpa Patil, PT, NCS of Florida, Gainesville, FL for the presentation “Unilateral Paretic Limb Power Training Produces Bilateral Locomotor Effects Post-Stroke University” 
· PT Professional Student
· Marissa Schaeuble, MS, ATC, SPT and Joy Resetar, BA, SPT for the presentation “Gait Characteristics In Persons With Chronic Stroke As Limited And Full Community Ambulators” 
· Barnes - Leahy Scholarship (PODS II)
· Elisa Gonzalez-Rothi, DPT
Golden Synapse award: Edele Field-Fote, JNPT Editor-in-chief
· Lee Dibble, PT, PhD, ATC,  Odessa Addison, PT, DPT, and Evan Papa, MS for one of the 1st systematic reviews published in JNPT: “The Effects of Exercise on Balance in Persons with Parkinson’s Disease: A Systematic Review across the Disablement Spectrum”
Brainstorm Issue #1: What are the research priorities for the neurology section?

· Translational research

· Researchers are doing translational science, but it doesn’t seem to translate into the clinic. We need to figure out how to do multisite research that includes the clinic

· What is translational research? T1 - out of animal, into person; T2 – clinical trials; T3 – dissemination and implementation of research

· Networking at CSM is important. Perception that the role of the neurology section is to promote research at a T3 level. Can use neurology section and CSM to bring researchers and clinicians together 

· We don’t currently know what the best method of translation is, we need to study different methods of implementation into practice 
· RCT best way to determine if treatment works, and worst way of determining who will benefit from it. More effort needs to be made to develop and understanding of which type of patient will benefit from a specific type of treatment. Determine responders and non-responders. 
· Grass roots clinical conferences – education programming to guide therapists in decision making – how to use research we have, when it does not necessarily answer the patient question fully
· Need for  clinical practice guidelines to reduce unwanted variation in practice – similar to what PVA has done with SCI 
· Potential areas to develop research agendas:

· Health disparities – age, gender.  Need to address endurance issues to keep elders in the community as long as possible. 
· Research on neuro-rehabilitation that shows that treatment is not episodic – lifelong therapy is needed, and the treatment needs to be payed for

· Concussion symptoms – advocacy and education

· We are doing better at quantifying repetitions, but we need to quantify intensity – the need for quality repetitions using principles of specificity and intensity

· Research related to acute neurologic practice – need not to borrow from rehab

· With impending health reform, preventive care should be a focus. 

· Christopher and Dana Reeve neural recovery network – addresses dissemination. Investigates who responds to new interventions – top down strategy

Brainstorm Issue #2: How can we best advocate for access to quality healthcare for our patients?

· Increase the number of people that participate in our advocacy for APTA. 
· Encourage colleagues to join APTA and neuro section

· Good early evidence as to what constitutes early outcomes. Need to consider payers and access – treatment only works if we can intervene. Research piece – shift participatory outcomes – result of research – shift payer reimbursement to match the needs of the patient.

· Participate in federal advocacy forums – very important, great learning experience –we need to take it from bottom up – write letters to advocate for your patients, encourage patients to write letters as well. Use constituents that need your care.

Recognition of outgoing Board member:

Dennis Fell, Treasurer

Meeting adjourned 7:55

